(Jun 11, 2024) 7a

TIMELINE for William Crawford Harris Bass (1839-1904) (Farmer) (D: Age: 65 from
Heart Failure)

1839, Jan 4 — Crawford Bass born in Sumter Co. Georgia (Father: Needham D. Bass /
Mother: Elizabeth Bass (Peterson)

1839 — Cornelia Johns (future “wife” and mother of William R. Bass born, most likely in
Florida)

1842, Jan 26 — Priscilla Ivey (future 2" wife) born in White Springs, Hamilton Co. Florida
1842 — Sister Sylvania Bass born in Sumter Co. Georgia

1847 — Sister Almyra (also spelled EImyra) Bass born in Georgia

Jan 1, 1848 — Brother George Washington T. Bass born in Georgia. (Died Jan 1, 1848)

1850 — Census (taken Sep 25) shows Residence in Georgia (Irwin Co) Residing with “Thedam”
(50), Elizabeth (35), Charles C (13), William C (11) Sylvanney (8) and George G (2). Needham
list as “farming”.

1850 — Census (taken Dec 3) shows Residence in Ocala, Marion County, Fla District 4, Dwelling
#387 (Needham’s House) Residing with “Needham (52), Elizabeth (45), Charles (13), William
H. C. (12), Sylvana (8), Almyra 3, George T (2). Needham is a “laborer”.

1854, Jan 7, 1854 — brother Needham Wesley “Tude” Bass born in Florida

1857, April 1 — (Age 18) Crawford enlisted in Wm H. Kendrick’s Indpt. Company of Florida
Mounted Volunteers (Seminole War). He was mustered into service on December 26, 1857. His
horses and horse equipment was appraised at $60/20. He was a Pvt and listed at being from
“Dooley, GA, 5°1” (possibly should read 5’10 or 6’1”? He does not appear short in his photo
and his father was noted as being tall, Ernest Sr was 5’8 and Ernest Jr. was 5°10” The next Pvt
is also listed at 5°1”"), Crawford had hazel eyes but hair and occupation were listed as “?”. (Note:
Dooley County, Georgia is immediately east of Sumter County, Georgia)

( https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047719/00006/46j )

1857 — (Age ~17 but listed at 20 in rolls) Crawford’s brother Charles (E or C) Bass enlisted in
the W. H. Kendrick’s Company of the Florida Mounted Volunteers and mustered into service on
July 8 and December 26, 1857. He was a Pvt and noted as being 5’6 tall, has fair skin, blue
eyes and dark hair and his occupation was listed as a “joiner”.

( https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047719/00006/44] ) pg 44

1860 — Census (taken July 7) shows Residence in District 2, Orange County, Fla (Needham’s
House) residing with Needham (70), Elizabeth (45), William C (16), Sylvania (14), Elmira (13),
George W T (11) and Needham W (5). Needham is a “Farmer” and William C is a “Farm
Laborer”

1860 - Per Census: In 1860 Cornelia Johns is 22 years old and is living with the James Garner
family in Welaka, Florida. She is a seamstress. Her family lives in the area not far away.

1862, April 11 — John Randolph Mizell (father of Mann Mizell (aka Walter Mann Bass) Reports to Fla 7"
Infantry Vols as a Lt.

1862, April 26 — Crawford enlists in Capt Sloan’s Co F of the 7" Fla Infantry Vols at Camp Lee
(outside of Gainesville, Florida.)

1862 — Fla 7" stationed at Camp Finegan Florida (near present day Jacksonville) April 11 — June
12. Departed around June 17", Fla 7" ordered to Chattanooga, Tennessee.

1862, June 14 —Crawford Left sick with Typhoid Pneumonia, returned home to recover, never
returned to unit. Brother, George W. T. picks Crawford up and takes him back home.

1863 — Reported AWOL, “Left sick and never returned.”



https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047719/00006/46j
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047719/00006/44j

1862, Sep 16 — Stepson Mann Mizell (later Mann Bass then Walter Mann Bass) born to Priscilla
Ivey.

1864, June 24 — Capt John Randolph Mizell (father of Walter Mann Mizell) Captured by Union
Army near Marietta GA, taken as POW.

1864/5, Oct 23 — Son William Robert Bass born in Lee, FL.

1864/5, Oct 23 — Crawford’s first wife Cornelia Johns dies in childbirth of William R. Bass.
1866, Jan 10 — Crawford Marriage to Priscilla Ivey in Orlando, FL (per familysearch.org).

1867, Nov 25 — Son Oscar Renneford (or Rull) Bass born.

1869, Oct 18 — Son Thomas Bass born. (Shown below circa 1933/4 in Pahokee, Florida)
(Thomas died 27 Jan 1935 in Belle Glade, Florida.) (More on Captain T.A. Bass at the bottom of
this timeline)

A e

FATATaY,
b 7y |

1870 — Census (taken July 2) shows Residence in Division 17 of Orange County, Fla. “Croff”
Bass (28) is residing with Priscilla (26), Man Bass (7), Renneford (3), Thomas (1). Croff is listed
as a “farmer”. Priscilla is “keeping house”.

Note: A “Cornelius Johns (26) married to “Zilpha” lives nearby (same page). Also a C.C. Johns
(47) married to Rebecca (35) with children Joseph (19) and George (4). Note: Cornelius Johns
(1842) 26) is Cornelia’s (William R’s mother) brother. C.C. Johns (1821) is her uncle.

1870, July — William R. Bass missing from family Census but reappears in 1880 Census.

1871, Nov 11 — Son Time Quinn Bass born.




1880 — Census show living in Orange County, Fla, Precinct 4 128.
1887 — Daughter Essie E. Bass born. ? (Died young?)

1900 — Census shows Crawford and Priscilla residence in Osceola County, Fla with 2
granddaughters: Lenora Bass (7) and Lorena Bass (4) (Note: Lenora and Lorena are found in
1910 living with their father & mother Thomas M. Bass and Matilla Bass

1904, July 26 — Crawford died in Osceola, FL of “Heart Failure” at age 65. Final Words to son
are “l am gone”.

1913, May 29 — Priscilla Ivey Bass died in Florida.

Priscilla Ivey Bass is BURIED in Rose Hill Cemetery, 1615 Boggy Creek Road, Kissimmee,
Osceola County, FL: Sec 1, Blk 34, Lt 2, Space D

Crawford Bass is BURIED in Rose Hill Cemetery, 1615 Boggy Creek Road, Kissimmee,
Osceola County, FL.

Taller Monument: Sec 1, Blk 34, Lt 1, Sp C.

Flat Stone: Sec 1, Blk 34, Lot 1, Sp D. (Located at same plot)

Kissimmee Valley Gazette, Friday, July 29, 1904
Kissimmee Valley Gazette, Friday, July 29, 1904, front pg.

Death of Crawford Bass, Sr.

Another old resident of this community has gone to his reward and while he had not
passed the allotted time of man, the summons was sudden and he was cut down almost
unexpectedly. Crawford Bass, (Sr) was born in Sumter county, Georgia, about sixty-seven years
ago, and when a young man came with his father's family to Florida and for the past thirty-five
years resided in what is now Osceola county. He served as a soldier in the Indian war of '56 and
at the breaking out of hostilities between the states enlisted in the Confederate service with he
served faithfully and well until incapacitated by an attack of typhoid pneumonia which lasting
several months he was sent home in charge of his brother George to recuperate; but the war
ended before he was able to bear arms again. His health regained, he set about to make a home
and repair his fortune. Always of a strong and robust consitution [sic] he was given to an active
life and enjoyed excellent health until five years ago when he received a fall which impaired the
action of his heart and ultimately caused his death last Tuesday. That morning he arose in usual
health and went about his usual duties until about ten o'clock when he was assisting in some
farm work some distance from the house when he was taken with an attack of the heart. He
called his son who was near who drove his wagon to where he was to carry him to the house.
Unassisted he got in the wagon and out again at the yard gate. There a tremor seized him and
he caught hold of the pickets to steady himself. His son noticed his agitation and ran to his
assistance and caught him around the waist. As the son did so the father said, "l am gone,"
gave a convulsive shudder, fell in his son's arms who carried him into the house where he



quickly passed away. Word was sent to his relatives in town and arrangements made for his
interment which occurred Wednesday morning at ten a'clock [sic] at Rosehill cemetery.

Mr. Bass was twice married, and was the father of five sons, Messrs. Walter Bass, Sr.,
(Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners) Rull Bass, Thomas A. Bass, Time Bass and
Bass all of who with his last wife and numerous other relatives survive him.

Transcriber's note: There is a blank area where the first name of one of the sons should appear.
It seems to have been left out accidentally and is not faded or unreadable.

NOTE from Brian Bass: Obit mentions “twice married”, lists his sons and 2" wife (Priscilla).
Does not mention William R Bass but the Bass that is not listed with a first name should be him.
Messrs. was a plural form of “Mr.”. Then sons listed as Walter is “Walter Mann Mizel Bass”,
Rull is the name Oscar went by. Thomas then Time “Quin” Bass leaves the intentionally left
blank first name in William R. Bass’ place. It is unknown why his first name was left out.
William and family were likely still living in Kissimmee in July 1904 as Ernest Sr. was born in
Kissimmee on Mar 28, 1904. In the 1910 census we find William R. Bass and family have moved
to Fort Myers.
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Crawford’s Obit and Civil War Military Documents:

Another old resident of this community has gone to his reward
and while he had not passed the allotted time of man, the
summons was sudden and he was cut down almost
unexpectedly.

Crawford Bass was born in Sumter County, Georgia, about
sixty-seven years ago, and when a young man came with his
father's family to Florida and for the past thirty-five years
resided in what is now Osceola county. He served as a soldier
in the Indian war of '56 [1856] and at the breaking out of
hostilities between the states enlisted in the Confederate
service with he served faithfully and well until incapacitated by
an attack of typhoid pneumonia which lasting several months
he was sent home in charge of his brother George to
recuperate; but the war ended before he was able to bear
arms again. His health regained, he set about to make a home
and repair his fortune. Always of a strong and robust
consitution [constitution] he was given to an active life and
enjoyed excellent health until five years ago when he received
a fall which impaired the action of his heart and ultimately
caused his death last Tuesday. That morning he arose in usual
health and went about his usual duties until about ten o'clock
when he was assisting in some farm work some distance from
the house when he was taken with an attack of the heart. He
called his son who was near who drove his wagon to where he
was to carry him to the house. Unassisted he got in the wagon
and out again at the yard gate. There a tremor seized him and
he caught hold of the pickets to steady himself. His son
noticed his agitation and ran to his assistance and caught him
around the waist. As the son did so the father said, "I am
gone," gave a convulsive shudder, fell in his son's arms who
carried him into the house where he quickly passed away.

Word was sent to his relatives in town and arrangements
made for his interment which occurred Wednesday morning at
ten o'clock at Rosehill cemetery.

Mr. Bass was twice married, and was the father of five sons,
Messrs. Walter Bass, Sr., Rull Bass, Thomas A. Bass, Time

Bass and Bass all of who with his last wife and numerous
other relatives survive him.
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Crawford Bass. Photo by Adrienne Bass, Mar 2022
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Captain Thomas Archibald (T.A.) Bass.

Information on Thomas A. Bass, son of William Crawford Harris Bass and half-uncle to
our William Robert Bass. He likely had influence on William R. Bass’ son, our Ernest
Bass Sr. Thomas Bass was in Fort Myers in 1910 (when Ernest Sr was 6 years old)
and most of the rest of the Bass family was still back in Kissimmee. Thomas was in
West Palm Beach in 1920 as a Proprietor of a Boat Line. Ernest Sr. then moved from
Pahokee to West Palm Beach around 1925 to run his Ferry Boat. Thomas had two
daughters, Leonora Priscilla Bass (7) and Lorena Bass (4), who lived with their
grandparents (our Crawford and wife Priscilla) in 1900. Thomas’ first wife, Theodora
(Whidden) Bass had died in 1899. The two girls then were found back in Thomas’
house in 1910. In 1930, Thomas Bass was living in Pahokee. Ernest Sr.’s father died
when Ernest was 18. Ernest looks to have followed his Uncle Thomas Bass in the



fishing/boating industry instead of the carpentry field, though Ernest Sr. would later
become a carpenter in the 1940s.
Lorena Bass:

18

Leonora Bass

LEONORA BASS bl
NAN. 2. 1894
DECT 25, 1939

T BELOVED WIKE ANL MOTHER




According to Lawrence E. Will's "A Cracker History of Okeechobee" (_19.77): "The Ft. Myers
News Press on December 8, 1905 announced 'Captain T. A. Bass_of Kissimmee was here to
arrange to ship fish the first of the year. He has invested $9,000 in boats, nets, etc., and
expects to employ 150 men. He has purchased the steamer FOUR HUNDRED from H E.
Heitman (the steamer actually was the ISTOKPOGA) and has laur_lched anew b_oat in
Kissimmee.' This new boat was the 56 foot steamer SUCCESS which held two flS.h boxes,
one for cats and one for scale fish. Her captain was Edward H. Hall, son of Qaptaln Be.n. No
sooner was the SUCCESS completed than she sailed for the lake with Captain Tom, his
brother Will and their families. Other passengers were Aaron Bronson, nephew of the
backer of the company, Bill Saunders the builder of the boat., anq Hugh Cochran, yvh'c')
stayed to fish as long as seining was allowed, and who still lives in Okeechobee City.

1" ONFARM AT CHOSEN

{Was Father of the Late
Elvin A. Bass; Death
Due to Stroke

—
Thomas A. Bass, 05, father of the
Iate Rep. Elvin A. Bass, of thig elly,
died Sunday morning, Ho suffered
what apparently wes a stroke and
died before ald could rench him,
Ho dled at his farm at Chosen,
For the lJast 14 years ho had
made his home nt Paholocs aftor
having lived hero for scvoral years.
His death reealied that of his
son hore lnst Boptembor 20 when
ho suffored o heart attack,
Mr. Bass was born at Orlando
and mado hia homo for many years
In tho central part of the state. He
lved for yoars at Kisalmmos where
his son, Eivin Bans, was born, In
1016 the family moved here,

Mr. Basg operatod the Bass Boat
Iino botwoen this city and Lake
| OXecchobee on tho Wost Palm
Beach eanal prior to the construc.
tion of Conners higinway,

Ho 4s survived by his wife, Mre,
Bertha L. Basa two sons, Lioyd
Dass, of Chiengo, and T. A. Bass,
Jr, of Pahokee; and four daughe
ters, Mra. C. M. Blount, of Fort
Myors, Mrs. L 1. Stoole, of Dallas,
Texas, Miss Thelma Bass, of thls
city, and Mlss Mary Louiso Bass,
who Is attonding Stotson Unlver-
sity at DeLand,

Funeral arrangements will bo an-
nounced later from the Evorglades
Funeral Home at Pahokee,
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[ believe, but cannot fully confirm, the below is not our William Crawford
Harrison Bass, but instead, the younger, John Crawford “Croff” Bass (1862-1928).
John Crawford Bass was our Crawford’s brother Quinn Bass’ son. He was a
known cattleman. No evidence exists suggesting that this is William Crawford

Harrison.

Shadrach Chandler’s general store was the commercial center of the Basinger community during the 1890’s. It
was in this store that Croft Bass killed Archibald Raulerson about 1893. Bass was foreman of the Lesley cattle
interests and got into an argument with Raulerson. Bass drew his knife, stabbed and killed Raulerson, and then
left the area. He was concealed at the Lesley home in Tampa for several weeks and then made his way west to
Texas and Colorado Springs. Shadrach Chandler, who was the only witness to the killing, died in 1898. Bass then
returned to Florida and was acquitted on a plea of self defense.

The Chandler store was the scene of a killing that shows up in history books and novels about that era of
Kissimmee Valley cattlemen. In 1893, Croft Bass was foreman for the Lesley cattle ranch. He got into a
tiff with Arch Raulerson at the store. Bass pulled a knife and stabbed Raulerson, killing him. Lore says

he hid out at the Lesley home in Tampa until he fled to Texas.

Bass stayed in Texas until after 1898 when Chandler, the only witness, died. A Florida jury later agreed

that Bass acted in self-defense and set him free.

Clint Bass is the son of Crawford’s half-brother (should say stepson)Walter Mann (Mizell) Bass



Clint and Coralie Bass, married in 1918. They met at Ft. Christmas whei
he was on a cattle drive. (Courtesy: Inelle Kellev)

https://sites.google.com/site/osceolacoflgenweb/military/ConfederateObits
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https://fsgs.org/florida-pioneer-biographies/priscilla-ivey/

March 31, 2023FSGSFlorida Pioneer Biographies
Submitted by Descendants: Garrett Armstrong, Heath William, Stuart
Armstrong, and Whitney Susan BAILEY

Priscilla Ivey was born in Hamilton County, Florida 26 Jan 1842. Her father
Thomas Ivey and mother died when she was a young girl. She then went to
live with her uncle in Jacksonville, Florida, and then moved to Orange County
in the late 1850’s.

At that time she was living with her uncle Robert Ivey on the banks of Lake
Mann. While she was living in Orlando she had a baby out of wedlock with
John R. Mizell; this was in early 1863 when John was with the 7* FL Inf. Co.
F. At this time she went to work for Crawford Harris Bass in south Orange
County. They then married and had three sons together.

They were a Pioneer family of Osceola County. She passed away in 1913
outliving two of her sons and her husband. Looking back she was one tough
woman considering all she lived through and having a baby out of wedlock in
the 1860’s.

Priscilla lvey was first established as a Florida Pioneer in 2004
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