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Page 8 (Book page 67) describes Needham’s Ferry and Crawford’s homestead. 

Text regarding the ferry states: 

 “We have more important information about the Cross Prairie ferry.  Mr. Needham Bass lived at 

the McManus place.  He was operating this ferry boat during the Civil War.  When some of the persons 

had taken refuge in the garrison at Key West returned, they were very needy, and Mrs. Bass (note: this 

would be Elizabeth “Betsy” Peterson) made them some clothes.  She says that the poling across of the 

ferry boat was so slow that sometimes it took all day to get across if the ferry was on the opposite side, 

and there was more than one load.”  

 


