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Page 16 (Book page 139-140) gives a significant amount of detail on Needham Bass including his final 

moments. Lula Bass Overstreet was the granddaughter of Needham Bass and daughter of George W.  

and Susanna Bass.  

The text specific to Needham states: 

“Her grandfather, Needham Bass, was a native of Smithville, Georgia (note: Needham was 

actually born in North Carolina but lived in Sumter County, Georgia from about 1836-1850).  We find him 

in Orlando in the late 1850’s which was probably when he migrated to this section.  His children born 

during his first marriage were: Quinn, Rob, Doc and probably daughter, Elvira.  During his marriage to his 

second wife, Betsy, George, Crawford, Charles, Needham Jr. (Tude), and Sylvania were born. Sylvania 

married Dr. Billie Smith of Davenport, the only physician for many miles around.  Their nieces and 

nephews call them “Uncle Billy” and “Aunt Silly.”   

Needham Bass had a remarkable set of teeth, although they wore down to the gums before his 

death.  Members of the family tell about the wonderful strength eh had in them. They saw him swing his 

homemade hickory chairs back and forth between his long legs, holding them only by the back with his 

teeth.  

He was very fond of music and was a great “fiddler.”  When on his death bed he asked one of 

the family to give him his fiddle.  After playing some of his favorite tunes on his beloved instrument, he 

lay back on his pillows and passed into the Great Beyond.   The fiddle was placed in the casket to rest 

with him.  

When Mrs. Lula Overstreet was eleven or twelve years old, she accompanied her Uncle Jim Bass 

on his return to Georgia.  They got off the train at Smithville, and on their drive to Americus, they visited 

the grave of her grandfather, Needham Bass, who had passed away while visiting relatives.  She doesn’t 

remember having seen him, but she does recall vividly having seen her grandmother sitting just inside 

the door.  She was a very pretty woman although real old at that time.  Her sitting there combing her 

beautiful white hair made a lasting impression on the young girl’s mind.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book page 140 shows 2 photographs of George Bass (Son of Needham Bass and brother of Crawford 

Bass).  His daughter is in the top photograph, front row, second from the left.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book page 141 finishes this chapter of the book.  (Note, George W. Bass (Son of Needham, brother of 

Crawford and uncle of William Robert Bass) was a house builder by the later 1800s.  This is very likely 

what led William Robert Bass into that business as a home carpenter vice the cattle business so many of 

his family remained in.) 

 


